
 

Social Distancing Protocol 
Social distancing is all about avoiding unnecessary physical proximity with others. It’s important 
because, according to the CDC, the Coronavirus is spread in two primary ways: between people who 
are within around 6 feet of each other, and by droplets produced by coughs and sneezes (airborn or 
on surfaces). 
 

● Everyone should stay at least 6 feet away from each other, or utilize a barrier, while in school facilities and on 
school grounds. 

○ Social distancing will be maintained as possible on the school bus unless members are from the same 
household. 

○ 12 feet of distance will be maintained between individuals while participating in activities that require 
projecting the voice including singing, playing wind instruments or participating in aerobic activities that 
lead to heavy breathing. 

● If social distancing is not possible, individuals must wear acceptable facemasks/coverings, with the exceptions of 
lunch, mask breaks or approved medical excuse. 

● Large events or gatherings will be canceled or at minimum limited, and alternatively considered in a virtual 
format when possible. 

● Arrival and dismissal times will be adjusted to support proper social distancing. 
● Alternative spaces will be utilized within each school building to allow for more socially distanced in person 

instruction. 
● Use available barriers to block airborne particles and ensure distance.  The district will procure polycarbonate 

barriers for use by faculty/staff during individualized student interventions; other barriers may be provided to 
address social distancing needs. 

● Social distancing will be maintained while eating lunch during the school day, ideally within a classroom setting 
as opposed to the cafeteria as an alternative area to both socially distance students while also staggering meal 
periods.  

● The sharing of food and beverages will be prohibited in each building among both students and staff. 
● Cohorts of students will be utilized when possible to improve contact tracing and limit exposure throughout a 

school building. Schools will prevent intermingling of cohorts when possible. 
● Student desks will face in the same direction when possible. 
● Student restroom use will be staggered for general use but accessible to students at all times as needed. 
● Schools will reduce bi directional hallway traffic by creating either one-way traffic, or at minimum, two way 

traffic on separate designated sides of the hallway. 
● Designated areas for both student drop off and pick up will be identified, focusing on limiting contact with 

parents, guardians and visitors to the greatest extent possible. 
● Elevator protocol, or protocol for any tightly confined space, is 1 person in an elevator/space at a time if 

possible.  Smaller rooms that allow for only 6 feet of separation shall be occupied by only one individual at a 
time when possible, unless there is a necessity and all occupants are wearing face coverings. 

● Schools shall adjust (or move to Zoom/Hangout) meetings with parents/vendors when possible.  
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